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Navigating the State Legislative Session 
 

 

Legislative session basics 

¶ 9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

¶ Odd year sessions are 105 calendar days 

¶ Even year sessions are 60 calendar days 

¶ The LŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ (operating, capital & transportation) 
in odd years and a supplemental budget in even years 

¶ Once adjourned, the governor can call legislators into one or more special sessions or the 
Legislature can call itself into special session with a 2/3 vote 

¶ The majority party controls each chamberΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ including which bills are heard, and 
leads each committee 

 
 
 

How a bill becomes a law 
 

Red = impactable points in the process 

 

First House 

1. Lead sponsor "drops" a bill which gets formally introduced, assigned a number and 

referred to the appropriate policy committee 

o Co-sponsors can be added 

2. Committee chair chooses whether to "hear" the bill through a public hearing and then 

whether to bring it up for a vote (executive session).  If the bill passes the committee: 

3. LŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ fiscal committee, where step #2 

repeats. 

4. The bill advances to the Rules Committee, which decides whether it goes to the floor for 

a vote by the entire body.  If the bill is approved, it moves to the opposite chamber: 

 

Second House 

5. Bill advances to the opposite chamber and goes through the same process again (policy 

committee, fiscal committee, Rules Committee, floor vote) 

Ý If it passes the opposite chamber with no amendments, it goes to step #6 

Ý If it passes the opposite chamber with amendments, it must go back to the floor 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ άconcurrenceΦέ   
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o If the original house does not concur, a conference committee is 

appointed develop a compromise version.  If they can, the bill goes  back 

to both houses for approvalΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ŘƛŜǎΦ 

Governor 

2. Once both houses pass a bill, it goes to the Governor who can sign, veto, or not sign. 

Ý If the Governor does not sign, but bill becomes law. 

Ý If the Governor vetoes a bill, both houses can override the veto by a 2/3 vote. 

 

Fiscal Committees 

¶ House 
o Finance Committee: revenues (taxes)   
o Appropriations Committee: spending (Operating Budget) 

¶ Senate 
o Ways & Means Committee: revenues (taxes); spending (Operating & Capital 

budgets) 
 

 

 

Using the LegislatureΩs website: Leg.wa.gov 

 

Find your district and legislators 
 

https://leg.wa.gov/ 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder  

 

 

 

 

Look up legislators by name or district 
 

https://leg.wa.gov/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder
https://leg.wa.gov/
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Representatives: https://leg.wa.gov/House/Representatives/Pages/default.aspx  

Senators:  https://leg.wa.gov/Senate/Senators/Pages/default.aspx  

 

Enter name, partial name, or district number: 

 

 
 

https://leg.wa.gov/House/Representatives/Pages/default.aspx
https://leg.wa.gov/Senate/Senators/Pages/default.aspx
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Determine which committees your legislators sit on 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact your legislators 
 

Email form (requires you to input your address); navigate here via the Senators or 

Representatives pages. 
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Find legislatorsΩ Řirect email addresses  

From the homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/ 
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Find a bill, including bill text and summary documents 
 

From the homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://leg.wa.gov/
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Continued bill page (same page as previous screen shot) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up to receive email bill alerts 
 

From the bill tracking page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEXT SUMMARIES (plain English) 


