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Navigating the State Legislative Session 
 

 

Legislative session basics 

• Each year’s legislative session begins on the 2nd January 

• Odd year sessions are 105 calendar days 

• Even year sessions are 60 calendar days 

• The Legislature’s only job is to pass the state budget (operating, capital & transportation) 
in odd years and a supplemental budget in even years 

• Once adjourned, the governor can call legislators into one or more special sessions or the 
Legislature can call itself into special session with a 2/3 vote 

• The majority party controls each chamber’s schedule, including which bills are heard, and 
leads each committee 

 
 
 

How a bill becomes a law 
 

Red = impactable points in the process 

 

First House 

1. Lead sponsor "drops" a bill which gets formally introduced, assigned a number and 

referred to the appropriate policy committee 

o Co-sponsors can be added 

2. Committee chair chooses whether to "hear" the bill through a public hearing and then 

whether to bring it up for a vote (executive session).  If the bill passes the committee: 

3. If the bill impacts the budget, it goes to that house’s fiscal committee, where step #2 

repeats. 

4. The bill advances to the Rules Committee, which decides whether it goes to the floor for 

a vote by the entire body.  If the bill is approved, it moves to the opposite chamber: 

 

Second House 

5. Bill advances to the opposite chamber and goes through the same process again (policy 

committee, fiscal committee, Rules Committee, floor vote) 

 If it passes the opposite chamber with no amendments, it goes to step #6 

 If it passes the opposite chamber with amendments, it must go back to the floor 

of the original chamber for “concurrence.”   
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o If the original house does not concur, a conference committee is 

appointed develop a compromise version.  If they can, the bill goes  back 

to both houses for approval.  If they can’t, the bill dies. 

Governor 

2. Once both houses pass a bill, it goes to the Governor who can sign, veto, or not sign. 

 If the Governor does not sign, but bill becomes law. 

 If the Governor vetoes a bill, both houses can override the veto by a 2/3 vote. 

 

Fiscal Committees 

• House 
o Finance Committee: revenues (taxes)   
o Appropriations Committee: spending (Operating Budget) 

• Senate 
o Ways & Means Committee: revenues (taxes); spending (Operating & Capital 

budgets) 
 

 

 

Using the Legislature’s website: Leg.wa.gov 

 

Find your district and legislators 
 

https://leg.wa.gov/ 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder  

 

 

 

 

Look up legislators by name or district 
 

https://leg.wa.gov/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder
https://leg.wa.gov/
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Representatives: https://leg.wa.gov/House/Representatives/Pages/default.aspx  

Senators:  https://leg.wa.gov/Senate/Senators/Pages/default.aspx  

 

Enter name, partial name, or district number: 

 

 
 

https://leg.wa.gov/House/Representatives/Pages/default.aspx
https://leg.wa.gov/Senate/Senators/Pages/default.aspx
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Determine which committees your legislators sit on 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact your legislators 
 

Email form (requires you to input your address); navigate here via the Senators or 

Representatives pages. 
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Find legislators’ direct email addresses  

From the homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/ 
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Find a bill, including bill text and summary documents 
 

From the homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://leg.wa.gov/
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Continued bill page (same page as previous screen shot) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up to receive email bill alerts 
 

From the bill tracking page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEXT SUMMARIES (plain English) 
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Determine where the bill is in the legislative process 
 

Bill page (immediately above) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out how your legislator voted 
 

From the bill tracking page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roll calls are floor votes. 

Majority and minority reports reflect committee votes.  The majority report reflects the 

Democratic vote because they are in the majority.  The Minority report reflects votes by 

Republican members of the committee. 
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Look up House or Senate committees 
 

From the homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://leg.wa.gov/


11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

Testify or comment on a bill 
 

From the committees homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/CommitteeListing.aspx  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Register to testify = speaking to the committee online for up to 3 minutes.  You will be emailed 

instructions on how to log in and be ready. 

 

Another option under registering to testify allows you to submit your position to the committee 

without additional comments. 

 

Submitting written testimony allows you to submit a document that will go in the committee’s 

briefing materials. (5,000 character limit) 

 

https://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Pages/CommitteeListing.aspx
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Commenting on a bill sends an email to your legislators with your comments. 

 
**This is a new process due to COVID and Kirsten can help you navigate this system. 

 

 

Sign up to receive committee and floor information by email 

 
These are email alerts that provide information on committee schedules and House and Senate 

floor activity.  You can choose weekly, daily, or immediate distribution.  You may also which 

committees you would like to receive info for. 

 

From the homepage: https://leg.wa.gov/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Submit your email and then it will ask 

for your preferences 

https://leg.wa.gov/
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The next screen will allow you to 

choose the content in the emails you 

receive – which is backward. 
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The list keeps going.  Select the committees you would like to receive alerts for, whether or not 

you’d like info about House and Senate floor schedules, etc.  You can come back anytime to change 

your preferences. 
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Find legislative hearings on TVW 
 

Continued bill page (same page as previous screen shots) 

 

 
 

 

Floor debate and committee hearings are aired live at tvw.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Questions 

Kirsten Smith   
Manager of Policy and Advocacy 

American Institute of Architects 

AIA Seattle + AIA Washington Council 

206-957-1926 office | 206-708-3199 cell 

kirstens@aiaseattle.org  

http://www.tvw.org/
https://www.aiaseattle.org/
http://aiawa.org/
mailto:kirstens@aiaseattle.org

