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Legislative Session Moves Online 

The 2021 state legislative session will convene on Monday, 
January 11 and will run for 105 consecutive days. The 2021 
session will be unlike any other, with most legislative busi-
ness conducted online. Due to the coronavirus, the public 
will be prohibited from the capital campus. Legislators will 
be allowed on campus and in legislative chambers, but 
most will be participating online. Testimony and constitu-
ent meetings will all take place online. 
 

As a result, legislators are expected to be limited in the 
number of bills they can sponsor, and committee hearings 
will cover fewer individual bills than they have in the past. 
This means that committees may find big agenda items 
taking up most of their time and it may be harder for new 
bills to gain traction. 

Last Chance to Vote! 
 

Ballots must be postmarked (USPS recommends 
dropping ballots off at a post office) by Nov. 3 or 
dropped in a ballot drop box by 8 pm on Nov. 3. 
 

Information to help you vote is available on the 
Washington Secretary of State’s website. This site 
includes an interactive map of ballot drop boxes 
statewide. 
 

Remember that you can track your ballot via your 
county’s elections office (check online) to make sure 
it was received  
and your signature  
was accepted. 

WEBINAR: Navigating the State  

Legislative Session       Jan. 8, 2021 

Join us for this webinar immediately before the leg-
islative session begins. We’ll review how the legisla-
tive process works and help you learn to navigate 
the state’s legislative website with ease. These 
skills will allow you to follow the bills and issues you 
are interested in and better understand how you 
can maximize contacts to your legislators and best 
impact the process. More info here. 

Represent Architects in Virtual Olympia at 

Capitol Connections      Week of Jan. 25-29, 2021 

Capitol Connections is AIA|WA’s annual lobby day in 
Olympia, where architects get to discuss issues of im-
portance to the profession with their legislators. The 
event will be entirely virtual this year, with a kick-off 
learning webinar and group meetings with your legisla-
tors throughout the week. Be part of the political pro-
cess from your home office or dining room!  More info 
here. 

Take Part in Your State Government 

https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/current-election-information.aspx
http://aiawa.org/webinar-navigating-the-state-legislative-session/
http://aiawa.org/2021-capitol-connections/


AIA|WA OCTOBER 2020 Newsletter      2 

Deepen your AIA involvement 

 

Join us for Advocacy in Action 
Advocacy Training 
 

You can still sign up for one or more sessions of AIA 
Washington Council’s strategic advocacy training 
series, Advocacy in Action. The first session is Oct. 
30. More info here. 
 

Advocacy in Action aims to turn participants into 
architect advocates on issues that are important to 
you. It is designed for emerging professionals and 
students (you do not have to be a current AIA mem-
ber) – but everyone who is interested is welcome. In 
this 3-part webinar, you will discover how architects 
can participate in the political process, hear from 
architect advocates and others involved in policy-
making, and learn how you can advocate for the 
issues you most care about. 
 

  Advocacy 101 – Oct. 30  Noon-1 pm 
• What is advocacy 
• Role of advocacy at AIA 
• How to get involved 
• Best practices for advocacy 

 

  Issues – Nov. 6  Noon-1 pm 
• AIA|WA policy issues 
• Perspectives from AIA|WA’s lobbyist 

 

  Advocate Town Hall – Nov. 6  11:30 am - 1 pm 
• Legislative process overview 
• Feedback session for AIA|WA staff & board: 

you tell us 
• What’s next? 

AIA National is accepting nominations for 2021 appoint-
ments to its national committees. Nominations are due Fri-
day, Nov. 6 at 5 pm Eastern. 

HOW TO NOMINATE YOURSELF TO JOIN A COMMITTEE: 

1.  Review information 
• View the list of AIA national committees accept-

ing nominations this year.  
• Read more about volunteering at AIA at AIA.org. 

2. Log in to your AIA.org member account and visit this 
page to begin your application: 

• Read the “Get Involved” page with information about 
applying, then click the button “Save and Next.” 

• Fill out the fields on the “Nominee Information” page, 
then click the button “Save and Next.”  

NOTE: Membership in AIA is not a requirement to 
submit a committee nomination. However, if you are 
an AIA member, please provide your membership 
number. 

NOTE: AIA members 
will only be selected to 
serve on one national 
committee at a time. 

3. Upload: on the “2021 
Committee information 
& application upload” 
page: 

• Click the “Choose file” 
button to upload your nomination materials. 

• Required materials for nominations: 

 Cover letter stating why the nominee is interested 
in the committee(s) selected (1 page) limit 

 Resume 

 Additional documentation relevant to the candi-
date's suitability for the nomination (letters of ref-
erence, other volunteer experience, etc.) is permit-
ted but not required  

 Please indicate in the nomination materials which 
committee(s) you are applying to 

• Once completed, hit the “Save and Submit” button. 
 

Appointments will be made (and nominees notified) by  
January 15. 
 

AIA National Committee Nominations 

http://aiawa.org/2020/10/06/advocacy-in-action/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.aia.org%2fpages%2f6336460-volunteer-at-the-aia-get-involved&c=E,1,6bziw-0VRf1ljH_0vm9_bQcoLEz9hYQfyWhaDs44DXp8a0BQLJG4bJGGwbXLWfw0a4OJOpl7rK-WwF5yUbv88nYEtNBckc1jq83p0ZbuPBI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fcontent.aia.org%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2f2020-10%2f2021_Committees_and_Charges_0.pdf&c=E,1,MMaJsdSaxHS_r9MjGqacupR11QgcWmDxuuWWS1FZjn1UqDCcmPCUQeVcPsn6kO8zPqfwG6HRJJSrSP_bsi5oy3C6viFhb2OqCBeS9lwDEFY,&typo=
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fcontent.aia.org%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2f2020-10%2f2021_Committees_and_Charges_0.pdf&c=E,1,MMaJsdSaxHS_r9MjGqacupR11QgcWmDxuuWWS1FZjn1UqDCcmPCUQeVcPsn6kO8zPqfwG6HRJJSrSP_bsi5oy3C6viFhb2OqCBeS9lwDEFY,&typo=
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.aia.org%2fpages%2f6336460-volunteer-at-the-aia-get-involved&c=E,1,tYODuAKBopzKC7UuEoOtXFJlUHUK66HUIVIRvX2Gp5sIlw7o7--XuqT8ySgp22z3qZog2LRk-O1p_A4O_UvKuPdnhOc1_5UaQdKzmdohmq39lKTqBJA5yYwSadyeDA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fAIA.org&c=E,1,DvVJbgr0IFCpbB7FQKReAumW7FcE4YPDE9Uk5yfyEM8wvMytD67BxzZMPohrSvts36eIA3A0YD7_ppPQTb-jGlM4048vT6rthOMrpo-uazc10Ot7QdfFRh4uuaQoag,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2faia.secure-platform.com%2fa%2fsolicitations%2f204%2fhome&c=E,1,K6wnNAaSmfHNZTNtNYmob2wQaPfMVNsKtbOH0iDYWYerws-EHwccHWuvA1owTbBDP9RvgHpZCUJB7do4ZC8LwssvPAE4dGd9aydqa63Nf1gTTUBffigp2d4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2faia.secure-platform.com%2fa%2fsolicitations%2f204%2fhome&c=E,1,K6wnNAaSmfHNZTNtNYmob2wQaPfMVNsKtbOH0iDYWYerws-EHwccHWuvA1owTbBDP9RvgHpZCUJB7do4ZC8LwssvPAE4dGd9aydqa63Nf1gTTUBffigp2d4,&typo=1
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NCARB to Launch Online ARE Testing 

AIAS Membership Scholarships  
AIASWW awarded its first annual AIAS Member-
ship Scholarships to three students this year. 
These scholarships cover the membership fee for a 
student’s AIAS membership. Students involved in 
AIAS often go on to become actively engaged 
leaders within their communities and the AIA once 
they enter in the profession upon graduation. By 
eliminating the financial barrier to student’s mem-
bership, AIASWW hopes to contribute to a more 
diverse, equitable, and inclusive future for our pro-
fession while supporting the bright next genera-
tion of leaders.  
 

AIAS Membership Scholarships Recipients 
• Esperanza Mendoza Villa  
• Anissa Chak  
• Nicole Liu  
 

AIA Southwest Washington Scholarships 
• Madison Merwine, University of Oregon (Port 

Orchard resident) 
• Alejandro Felipe, Washington State University 

AIA Vancouver Scholarship  
• Ashley Beard, WSU  

Congratulations to AIA Southwest 

Washington’s 2020 Scholarship 

Winners 

State Energy Strategy Update 

NCARB candidates will be able to schedule online-
proctored ARE testing appointments beginning mid-
December 2020. As test center closures and limited availa-
bility continue to impact candidates’ licensure progress, this 
new option will provide flexibility to take the exam in a loca-
tion of your choice.  More information is available here. 
 

Whether you plan on testing in-person or online, here are 
several updates all candidates should be aware of: 
 

• Expected Monday, December 14, you can schedule 
online-proctored appointments through your NCARB 
Record. 

• You can still test in-person at Prometric test centers. 
• The ARE’s content and division structure will not 

change. 
• Aspects of the exam’s delivery are being updated for 

both in-person and online administrations to increase 
exam security and provide a more efficient experience. 

• These changes will maintain the exam’s rigor while 
providing candidates with greater flexibility and accessi-
bility. 

• In summer 2021, NCARB will switch to a new test ad-
ministration vendor, PSI, for both in-person and online 
testing. 

 

Washington is updating its State Energy Strategy to 
support the state’s goals to protect our climate, 
safeguard consumers, and promote a green econo-
my. The call for an updated energy strategy was a 
part of 2019 legislation establishing a new clean 
electricity standard, SB 5116. In that bill, the Legis-
lature instructed the state to review and update the 
state’s energy strategy to align Washington’s poli-
cies and actions with: 1) meeting the state’s green-
house gas reduction limits; and 2) transforming the 
electricity sector to meet the state’s 100% clean 
standard. 

The updated state energy strategy is likely to inform legis-
lative proposals for the 2021 session of the Legislature. 
 

The draft strategy is expected to be released in early No-
vember, followed by public meetings. AIA|WA and individ-
ual architects provided feedback to the state’s workgroup 
as it formulated the strategy, and we will continue to do so 
with the final version.  
 

For more information about the State Energy Strategy 
Update, view the Dept. of Commerce’s project website, 
here. 

https://www.ncarb.org/press/are-remote-testing-launches-november-16
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5116&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/2021-state-energy-strategy/


The AIA Washington Council serves as the collective 
voice for and a resource on state government policies 
that impact the practice of architecture for all archi-
tects and the profession through AIA components in 
Washington State.  

Tammie Sueirro 
Executive Director 
tsueirro@aiawa.org 
(206) 957-1925 

STAFF 

Kirsten Smith 
Manager of Policy & Advocacy 
kirstens@aiaseattle.org 
(206) 957-1926 

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President 
Stephen Black, AIA Southwest | stephen@fiarchitecture.com 

 
President-Elect 
Carl Dominguez, AIA Seattle | carld@mithun.com 

 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Steve Mallory, AIA Central | smallory@arculus.net 

 
Jill Cohn, AIA Southwest | cohnja@plu.edu  

 
Elizabeth de Regt, AIA Seattle | elizabeth.deregt@gmail.com 

 
Doug Ito, AIA Seattle | dito@smrarchitects.com 

 
Lois Wardell, AIA Seattle/NW | loisw@wardellarchitects.com  

 
Corey Zachow, Spokane | corey@mmecarchitecture.com 
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EVENTS 
 

AIA Southwest Washington Seeks  

Applications for Executive Director 

AIA Southwest Washington, based in Tacoma, 
is hiring a new executive director. Details are 
available on the SWW website. Email 
aia@aiasww.org for more information and a 
more detailed position description. 

• Honor Awards, announced Nov. 16 
• Design After Quarantine: the Future of Residential 

Design, Nov. 5 
• Climate Advocacy Week, Nov. 30-Dec. 4 

• The following Firm Forms will be scheduled in 
November; watch the SWW website for details 
(all forums will be submitted for CE approval): 

 Environment  
 Historic Preservation  
 Urban Design and Transportation 

• Webinar: 2018 International Building Code Overview, 
Nov. 19 + 20, open to anyone 

• Design Awards winners were announced Oct. 15 

• Design Award winners were announced Oct. 22  
   Click here for the winners & event video 

Thank You Departing Board Members! 

Thank you to our Board members who are finishing their terms 
at the end of this year.  We appreciate your service to AIA|WA! 

     Jill Cohn—Southwest Washington  

     Lois Wardell—Northwest Washington 

Look for more info on our new 2021 Board members in our De-
cember newsletter. 
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